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Cover photos: 

These photos are from the main stem of the Flint River.  The photo on the left is the pedestrian bridge for the 

Flushing trail in downtown Flushing, Michigan.   The photo on the right is the Flint River in December in  

downtown Flint, with the pedestrian bridge connecting the north and south portions of the campus of the University 

of Michigan ï Flint.  
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About the Flint  River Watershed Coalition 
 

The Flint River Watershed Coalition represents concerned citizens, local government, business 

interests, educational institutions, and others who feel strongly that the Flint River and its 

tributaries are a vital resource to protect, preserve, and improve.  With offices in Flint, Michigan, 

the Coalition serves as the Voice that speaks for the entire Flint River drainage basin including 

parts of Genesee, Lapeer, Oakland, Shiawassee, Saginaw, Tuscola, and Sanilac counties.  We are 

involved in a variety of education and advocacy efforts, and are engaged in state and federal 

issues that have a direct influence on our local water quality.     

The Coalition first convened in the fall of 1997 and incorporated as a 501(c) 3 organization in 

August of 1998.    

Currently, we are engaged in a variety of educational and advocacy programs throughout the 

nearly 1,400 square mile Flint River Watershed.  You can read more about all of the FRWC 

programs and successes here and on our website at www.FlintRiver.org.   

 

 

 
 

1. Leonardi, Joe, Gruhn, William.  2001.  Flint River Assessment.  Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

Fisheries Division.  Special Report, Number 27.  Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

 

http://www.flintriver.org/
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2008 Board of Directors 
 

Executive Committee 
Jack Minore      AFL-CIO 
 Board Chairman, Governance Committee Chair, Friends of the Flint River Trail representative 
 

Diane Peplinski     Burlington Township Clerk 
 Board Vice ï Chair, Lapeer Chapter Representative 
 

Sara McDonnell     University of Michigan - Flint 
 Board Treasurer 
 

Darren Bagley     MSU Extension, Genesee County  
 Board Secretary, Education Committee Chair 
 

S. Olof Karlstrom     Attorney     
 Immediate Past Chair 

 

Committee Leadership 
Linda Berker       Sierra Club ï Nepessing Group 
 Policy Committee Chair 

Bob Carlyon      Rowe, Inc. 
Finance Committee Chair 

Sue Kubic      Genesee County Drain Office 
 River Cleanup Coordinator 

Brent Nickola      University of Michigan-Flint CAER 
Strategic Planning Committee Chair 

Dennis Zicha*      Citizen Representative 
 River Monitoring Chair 

 

 

Directors 
Brad Hill       City of Flint 

Amanda Kurzman     General Motors 

Robert McAllister      Kettering University 

Amy McMillan      Genesee County Parks & Recreation 

Bill Welch      Citizen Representative 
 

FRWC Staff 
 

Rebecca Fedewa     Executive Director 

Steve Montle*      Executive Director 

Suzanne Lossing     Outreach and Education Coordinator 

Edythe Westhoff     Business Manager 

Tara Cuvelier     Program Assistant 

 

 

* Left the organization during 2008 
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Highlights 
 

éserving as the Voice of the Flint River 

 

Over the years, the Flint River 

Watershed Coalitioné 

 

 Partnered with the Lapeer Rotary Club 

and the Michigan DNR to ease canoe 

and kayak passage in Lapeer County.  

Since 2006, volunteers dedicated over 

1,700 hours toward this effort.  

 Brought environmental education and 

awareness to over 12,000 students in 

22 schools in Genesee County. 

 Removed almost 30,000 cubic feet of 

garbage from the Flint River and 

tributaries with the assistance of over 

1,300 dedicated volunteers. 

 Recruited and trained over 300 

volunteers to monitor the water quality 

of our watershedôs rivers and streams. 

 Guided over 1,200 cyclists from 

around the state on bike rides on the 

Flint River Trail. 

 Assisted in the development of 

watershed management plans for four 

subwatersheds of the Flint River.  The 

FRWC is now convening interested 

partners to implement the 

recommendations of the plan written 

for the South Branch watershed. 

 Worked with community residents in 

Brandon Township to ensure that new 

construction was protective of the Flint 

Riverôs ONLY cool water trout stream. 

 Grown from an all-volunteer 

organization to a fully staffed operation 

directed by a five-year strategic plan. 

 Grown our membership from 37 to 

over 275. 
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A river is more than an amenity.   It is a treasure.   
It offers a necessity of life that must be rationed among those 
who have power over it.  

 
--Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. (1841-1935),  

U.S. Supreme Court Justice, 

New Jersey v. New York, May 4, 1931 

 Main stem of the South Branch of the Flint River, Metamora Township 

 


