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The Flint River and its tributaries form a network draining approximately 1332 miles of
Southeast Mikigan. The main river is approximately 142 miles in length and its basin
contains portions of the following Michigan counties: Oakland, Lapeer, Tuscola,

Sanilac, Genesee, Shiawassee, and Saginaw. The Flint River is the principal tributary of
the Shiawasee River, which flows to the Saginaw River and Saginaw Bay of Lake

Huron. Its major tributaries include the Soatid North Branch Flint rivers, Kearsley,
Thread, Swartz, and Misteguay creéks.

Interstate

1. Leonadi, Jog Gruhn, William. 2001. Flint River AssessmentMichigan Department of Natural
Resources Fisheri@ivision. SpeciaReport, Number 27 Ann Arbor, Michigan.
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About the Flint River Watershed Coalition

The Flint River Watershed Coalition is an incorporatedmarfiit organization

representing concerned citizens, local government, business interests, educational
institutions and others, who feel strongly that the Flint River and its tributaries are a vital
resource that needs to be protected and preserved.

The Coalitionwas first convened in the fall of 1997 and was incorporated as(e) 301
organization in August of 1998. In March of 20@2efirst parttime executive director

was hired greatly increasg the capacity and efficiency of the organization. In
Novemberof 2005, the Ruth Mott Foundation generously awarded a general operations
grant to the Coalition which allowed for the expansion of both staffing and programming
as well as planning for future growth and sustainability.

Currently, we are engaged in a edyi of educational and advocacy programs throughout

the nearly 1400 square mile Flint River Watershed. As we continue to grow our
membership and volunteer base, we hope to be recognized by all as the voice that speaks
for the River and its watershed.
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Letter from the Board President

As | look over this repoyt am amazed by the activitye have accomplishexhd the
amount of volunteer work that takes place in support of these activities. We owe a
special thanks tall of ourvolunteers and the special effort put forth by them.

We would be remiss i imembersasdvellibntiterr comrhitmenk o ur
especilly those who assumed the responsibility of coordinating the work of the various
committees.

We began our year with a remarkatsieeeyear capacity building grant from the Ruth
Mott Foundation. With our new Executive Director, we have made great strides
advancing the FRWC as the voice of the river. As each year passes, we involve more
people in our activities and add to our membership. We closed the year with 225
members, an increase afmost100% from last year. Our challenge is to reacér 400
members within the next two years.

We will accomplish this goal by making the

In 2006 we added twice weeklyMa r kakkHaloklg the river (warm weather, and dry
conditions preferred), and conducted bikeéngctrips along theiver with The Friends of
the Flint River Trail. In 2007 we will host educational programs about the history,
geology, biology and uses of the Flint River Watershed, and look for ways to regularly
involve the community with thever on a recreational level.

Our river and its watershed are extremely important assets to our communities. Our job
in the next year will be to raise awareness of this assetdarghte our members, friends,
relatives and neighbors on how we can best prthectesource for the future.

S. Olof Karlstrom
Chairman of the Board
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Report from the Executive Director

| would like to begin this report by thanking all those who made my first year with the
Flint River Watersheoalition a success. Thank youti@ Board of Directors and our
BusinessManageffor having patience as | learned the many programs and procedures of
the organization. Thank yda the many volunteer experts in the community who
educated me on the vauni® unique features of our watershed. Thank you to the
volunteers who make our programs successful year in and year out. But most of all, |
want to thank the many members of the FRWGQHeir generous support and financial
contributions that allow us twontinue our important work. It is not a cliché when | say
Awe couldnét do it without youo.

We began 2006 with considerable excitement and a great deal of change. A change in
ExecutiveDirector, the addition of a significant operational grant, sevenal projects

and programs, and an influx of new members truly made this past year one of change. |
expectthatin 2007 we will continue to see rapid development as we move to solidify our
strategic planning and seek become a more secure and stable di@aniza

One area of success that | feel is in need of special recognition is the recent integration of
the Friends of the Flint River Trail into the FRWC. This dedicated group of volunteers
has helped to improve recreationour area for many years. Vdee honored and

privileged to have them join us in our efforts.

2006 was a challenging and rewarding yeanieiand our organization. | hope we will

be able to continue thositivetrend in 2007. However, | feel that because of the work
that we hae done through FRWC, we can all be proud to say that in 2006 we contributed
to improving our environment and malg our watershed better place to live, work and

play.

Stephen LMontle
Executive Director
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Watershed Management Planning in the

Flint River Watershed
Sara McDonnell, Center for Applied Environmental Research

Gilkey Creek

Over the lasi8 monthsthe Center for Applied
Environmental ResearcCAER) has worked with
stakeholders in the Gilkey Creek watershed developin
watershed management plan. The plan is currently
undergoing review by the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quaty for Clean Michigan Initiative and
319 (nonpoint source pollution) funding. Similar to the
Swartz Creek Watershed Management Plan, once
approved by the MDEQ, watershed stakeholders may
apply for federal and state funding to begin restoratior
and progction of the creek.

Photo on Left:
Gilkey Creek
through Mott
Community
College Campus.
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Photo on Right:

South Branch Flint River
in Lapeer

Township. CAER &
FRWC are developing
educationstrategies for
landowners about proper
streamside vegetation ar
management.

—————South Branch Flint River

CAER is working with the Lapeer community il
developing the South Branch Flint River
Watershed Management Plan. Over the last y
CAER has completed several activities inahgd
a physical inventory of the watershed, a reviev
local policies related to water and land
managemengtnd hasdentified wetland areas fo
protection. From the physical inventorywo
main areas of concern have been identified in
headwaters of bihters Creek and the South
Branch near-69. CAER is currently working
with the Flint River Watershed Coalition and tr
LapeerCommittee on longerm education
strategies.It is anticipated that the South Branc
Flint River Watershed Management plan i
approved and ready for implementation by the
end of2007.
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