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The Flint River and its tributaries form a network draining approximately 1332 miles of 

Southeast Michigan.  The main river is approximately 142 miles in length and its basin 

contains portions of the following Michigan counties:  Oakland, Lapeer, Tuscola, 

Sanilac, Genesee, Shiawassee, and Saginaw.  The Flint River is the principal tributary of 

the Shiawassee River, which flows to the Saginaw River and Saginaw Bay of Lake 

Huron.  Its major tributaries include the South and North Branch Flint rivers, Kearsley, 

Thread, Swartz, and Misteguay creeks.
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1. Leonardi, Joe, Gruhn, William.  2001.  Flint River Assessment.  Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources Fisheries Division.  Special Report, Number 27.  Ann Arbor, Michigan.
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About the Flint  River Watershed Coalition 

The Flint River Watershed Coalition is an incorporated non-profit organization 

representing concerned citizens, local government, business interests, educational 

institutions and others, who feel strongly that the Flint River and its tributaries are a vital 

resource that needs to be protected and preserved.   

The Coalition was first convened in the fall of 1997 and was incorporated as a 501(c) 3 

organization in August of 1998.  In March of 2002, the first part-time executive director 

was hired, greatly increasing the capacity and efficiency of the organization. In 

November of 2005, the Ruth Mott Foundation generously awarded a general operations 

grant to the Coalition which allowed for the expansion of both staffing and programming, 

as well as planning for future growth and sustainability. 

Currently, we are engaged in a variety of educational and advocacy programs throughout 

the nearly 1400 square mile Flint River Watershed.  As we continue to grow our 

membership and volunteer base, we hope to be recognized by all as the voice that speaks 

for the River and its watershed.  
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2006 Board of Directors 

 
Darren Bagley     MSU Extension, Genesee County 
 Education Committee Chair 

Linda Berker       Sierra Club ï Nepessing Group 
 Policy Committee Chair 

Harry Blecker      Grand Valley State University 
 Board Treasurer 

Bob Carlyon      Rowe, Inc. 

 

Ken Elwert       Lapeer County Parks 
 Lapeer Committee Chair 

S. Olof Karlstrom      Attorney 
 Board Chairman 

Sue Kubic      Genesee County Drain Office 
 Strategic Planning Chair, River Cleanup Coordinator 

Amanda Kurzman     General Motors Corporation 
 Finance Committee Chair 

Robert McAllister      Kettering University 

 

Jack Minore      Friends of the Flint River Trail 
 Trails Coordinator 

Roxanne Moreno     Genesee County Parks & Recreation 
 Newsletter Editor 

Brent Nickola      University of Michigan-Flint CAER 

 

Fred Townsend     Genesee Audubon Society 

 

Bill Wel ch      Genesee Intermediate School District 
 Board Secretary 

Dennis Zawol      Mott Community College 
 Board Vice-Chair, River Cleanup Coordinator 

Dennis Zicha      United States Air Force ï Retired 
 Benthic Monitoring Coordinator 

 

 

 

FRWC Staff 

 
Steve Montle      Executive Director 

Edythe Westhoff     Business Manager 
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Letter from the Board President 

 

 
As I look over this report, I am amazed by the activity we have accomplished and the 

amount of volunteer work that takes place in support of these activities.  We owe a 

special thanks to all of our volunteers and the special effort put forth by them. 

 

We would be remiss if we didnôt thank our Board members as well for their commitment; 

especially those who assumed the responsibility of coordinating the work of the various 

committees. 

 

We began our year with a remarkable three year capacity building grant from the Ruth 

Mott Foundation.  With our new Executive Director, we have made great strides in 

advancing the FRWC as the voice of the river.  As each year passes, we involve more 

people in our activities and add to our membership.  We closed the year with 225 

members, an increase of almost 100% from last year.  Our challenge is to reach over 400 

members within the next two years.   

 

We will accomplish this goal by making the River a part of our communityôs daily life.  

In 2006 we added twice weekly óMarket Walksô along the river (warm weather, and dry 

conditions preferred), and conducted bike riding trips along the river with The Friends of 

the Flint River Trail.  In 2007 we will host educational programs about the history, 

geology, biology and uses of the Flint River Watershed, and look for ways to regularly 

involve the community with the river on a recreational level. 

 

Our river and its watershed are extremely important assets to our communities.  Our job 

in the next year will be to raise awareness of this asset and educate our members, friends, 

relatives and neighbors on how we can best protect this resource for the future.  

 

 

 

S. Olof Karlstrom 

Chairman of the Board 
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                      Report from the Executive Director 
 

 

 
I would like to begin this report by thanking all those who made my first year with the 

Flint River Watershed Coalition a success.  Thank you to the Board of Directors and our 

Business Manager for having patience as I learned the many programs and procedures of 

the organization.  Thank you to the many volunteer experts in the community who 

educated me on the various unique features of our watershed.  Thank you to the 

volunteers who make our programs successful year in and year out.  But most of all, I 

want to thank the many members of the FRWC for their generous support and financial 

contributions that allow us to continue our important work.  It is not a cliché when I say 

ñwe couldnôt do it without youò. 

 

We began 2006 with considerable excitement and a great deal of change.  A change in 

Executive Director, the addition of a significant operational grant, several new projects 

and programs, and an influx of new members truly made this past year one of change.  I 

expect that in 2007 we will continue to see rapid development as we move to solidify our 

strategic planning and seek become a more secure and stable organization.   

 

One area of success that I feel is in need of special recognition is the recent integration of 

the Friends of the Flint River Trail into the FRWC.  This dedicated group of volunteers 

has helped to improve recreation in our area for many years.  We are honored and 

privileged to have them join us in our efforts.   

 

2006 was a challenging and rewarding year for me and our organization. I hope we will 

be able to continue this positive trend in 2007.  However, I feel that because of the work 

that we have done through FRWC, we can all be proud to say that in 2006 we contributed 

to improving our environment and making our watershed a better place to live, work and 

play. 

 

 

Stephen L. Montle 

Executive Director 
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Watershed Management Planning in the  

Flint River Watershed 
Sara McDonnell, Center for Applied Environmental Research 

Gilkey Creek  

Over the last 18 months, the Center for Applied 

Environmental Research (CAER) has worked with  

stakeholders in the Gilkey Creek watershed developing a 

watershed management plan.  The plan is currently 

undergoing review by the Michigan Department of  

Environmental Quality for Clean Michigan Initiative and 

319 (non-point source pollution) funding.  Similar to the 

Swartz Creek Watershed Management Plan, once  

approved by the MDEQ, watershed stakeholders may  

apply for federal and state funding to begin restoration 

and protection of the creek. 

 

 

Photo on Left:   

Gilkey Creek 

through Mott  

Community  

College Campus.   
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South Branch Flint River  

 

CAER is working with the Lapeer community in 

developing the South Branch Flint River 

Watershed Management Plan.  Over the last year 

CAER has completed several activities including 

a physical inventory of the watershed, a review of 

local policies related to water and land 

management, and has identified wetland areas for 

protection.  From the physical inventory, two 

main areas of concern have been identified in the 

headwaters of Hunters Creek and the South 

Branch near I-69.  CAER is currently working 

with the Flint River Watershed Coalition and the 

Lapeer Committee on long-term education 

strategies.  It is anticipated that the South Branch 

Flint River Watershed Management plan will be 

approved and ready for implementation by the 

end of 2007. 

Photo on Right: 

South Branch Flint River 

in Lapeer  

Township. CAER & 

FRWC are developing 

education strategies for 

landowners about proper 

streamside vegetation and 

management. 


