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The Voice of the River 

The Flint River Watershed Coalition represents concerned citizens, 

local government, business interests, educational institutions, and 

others who feel strongly that the Flint River and its tributaries are a 

vital resource to protect, preserve, and improve.  With offices in Flint, 

Michigan, the Coalition serves as the Voice that speaks for the entire 

Flint River drainage basin including parts of Genesee, Lapeer, Oakland, 

Shiawassee, Saginaw, Tuscola, and Sanilac counties. We are involved 

in a variety of education and advocacy efforts and are engaged in state 

and federal issues that have a direct influence on our local water 

quality. 

 

The Coalition first convened in the fall of 1997 and incorporated as a 

501©3 organization in August of 1998. 

 

Currently, we are engaged in a variety of educational and advocacy 

programs throughout the nearly 1,400 square miles of Flint River 

Watershed. You can read all about the FRWC, its programs and 

successes here and on our website at www.flintriver.org 
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http://www.flintriver.org/
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Report from the Executive Director 

 

We hear it time and again.  If we could wager on what the first thing a person will say 

after their inaugural paddling trip on the Flint River, weôd easily make our annual 

fundraising goal in one summer! 

 

ñI never knew it was so beautiful.ò 

 -- every person, after experiencing the Flint River for the first time. 

 

Our Flint River, and its many tributaries, is the jewel of each community it touches. In 

some places, it is that undiscovered gem just waiting for a curious explorer.  In other 

communities, weôre seeing a burgeoning embrace of the value the river brings to area 

residents. And across the watershed, we at the Flint River Watershed Coalition are 

working hard every day to bring the joy and discovery of the Flint River and its tributaries 

to all who live, work, and play in the 1,400 square miles we call home. 

  

We are very pleased to report that throughout 2013, our work has expanded in breadth and 

scope. We have joined forces with Michigan State University on two exciting projects that 

will a) bring the FRWC mission to new audiences, and b) provide a powerful new 

mapping tool that will be accessible to anyone with an internet connection (read more 

about these projects on page 7). We have begun to plug into important discussions about 

the new ñblue economy,ò that we hope will help us work with communities to reshape 

how they utilize their riverfronts for environmentally friendly economic development.  

And we have strengthened and improved our core education programs to ensure that for 

years to come, area students will experience the thrill of testing their streamôs water 

quality, our river banks will be cleaned of trash and debris, and, of course, first time 

paddlers will float down the river and be forever changed by the experience. 

  

On behalf of the board and staff, I want to thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for 

supporting the work of the FRWC.  Our members, donors, sponsors, and volunteers are 

the driving force behind this organization, and we couldnôt do it without you.   

  

See you on the river in 2014!  
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Outreach and Advocacy 
The Flint River Watershed Coalition has traditionally focused on 

our very successful education programs. Our mission to protect, 

preserve, and improve the Flint River Watershed, however, extends 

beyond these wonderful programs. As such, the board of the 

FRWC determined during our strategic planning process that our 

work also should include on the ground efforts to improve the 

quality of our watershed. 

 

As the ñVoiceò of the Flint River, the FRWC is engaged in a 

number of issues that have the potential to significantly impact the 

watershed. Our work includes implementation of watershed 

management plans, with our partner organizations across the 

watershed; taking a leadership role in the Flint River Corridor 

Alliance, a group of city leaders in downtown Flint working to 

transform the downtown stretch of the Flint River from a distressed 

waterway to a natural resource that is an asset to the community; 

commenting on the development of state agency actions in the 

watershed (such as the TMDL developed for Mott Lake); taking a 

stand on landfill expansions; and participating in planning 

processes in communities across the watershed. 
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